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Under-occupation
The current B-with-us policy gives high priority to applicants who are “under-occupying” their
property. This means they are already living in social housing with a secure tenancy, and are in a
home with more bedrooms than they require (such as a single person living in a three bedroom
property).
The new policy aims to ensure that social housing is allocated to those applicants who have the most
urgent need, therefore those who are already living in social housing but need fewer bedrooms will
be given less priority (see the highlighted changes in the table below).
The benefit of this is that the social housing allocated through B-with-us will be given to those who
need it, rather than those who are already living in social housing with a non-urgent need to move.
The risk of this is that some applicants who are currently active on the B-with-us housing register
with a high priority will have their priority reduced.
The table below shows the bands in the current policy, where the equivalent item is in the new
policy, and a description of the change.
Current policy
Band 1 – Statutory homeless
Band 1 – Homeless prevention
Band 1 – High medical need
Band 1 – Care leavers
Band 1 – tenants needing to move for
improvement works (decants)
Band 1 – tenants with a closing or
clearance order on their property
Band 1 – households with a prohibition
notice on their property
Band 1 – Under occupying by two or
more bedrooms
Band 2 – Overcrowded by two or more
bedrooms
Band 2 – Households at risk due to
homeless reduction act
Band 2 – Households at risk from
violence or harassment
Band 2 – Supported move on

Band 2 – Leaving a refuge

Proposed policy
Band 1 – Statutory homeless
Band 1 – Homeless prevention
Band 1 – High medical need
Band 1 – Care leavers
Band 1 – Tenants needing to move for
improvement works (decants)
Band 1 – Tenants with a closing or
clearance order on their property
Band 1 – Households with a prohibition
notice on their property
Band 4 – Under occupying by one or more
bedrooms
Band 3 – Applicants that lack one or more
bedrooms
Band 2 – Prevention Duty
Band 2 – Relief Duty
Band 2 – Applicants needing to move away
from a particular locality where they would
be at risk of harm if they didn’t
Band 3 – Living in unsatisfactory housing
conditions

Band 2 - Applicants needing to move away
from a particular locality where they would
be at risk of harm if they didn’t
Band 2 – Occupational Therapist report Band 2 – Occupational therapist report
Band 2 – Cumulative need
Not covered

Change
No change
No change
No change
No change
No change
No change
No change
Down from band 1 to
band 4
Down from band 2 to
band 3
No change
No change

Down from band 2 to
band 3 with additional
priority
No change

No change
Will likely go down
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Band 2 – Under-occupying by one
bedroom
Band 3 – Homeless with no priority or
intentionally
Band 3 – Standard medical
Band 3 – Particular Locality

Band 3 – Right to move

Band 3 – Overcrowded
Band 3 – Unsatisfactory / Unsanitary
Band 3 – Community contribution
Band 3 – Tenant community reward
scheme
Band 4 – All others (no housing need)

Band 4 – Under occupying by one or more
bedrooms
Band 3 – Homeless with no priority or
intentionally
Band 3 – Standard medical
Band 3 – Applicants needing to move to a
particular locality where hardship would be
caused if they didn’t
Band 3 - Applicants needing to move to a
particular locality where hardship would be
caused if they didn’t
Band 3 – Applicants living in unsatisfactory
or overcrowded housing conditions
Band 3 – Applicants living in unsatisfactory
or overcrowded housing conditions
Not covered
Not covered

Down from band 2 to
band 4
No change

Band 5 – All others (no housing need)

Down from band 4 to
band 5

No change
No change

No change

No change
No change
Will likely go down
Not covered

